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CABINET WASTE AND RECYCLING GROUP 

 

 
Tuesday, 19th September, 2017 

 
Present:  Councillor Paul Cox (in the Chair), Councillors Terry Hurn and 

Joyce Plummer 
 

Apologies  

  

 
1 Apologies for Absence and Substitutions 

 
There were no apologies for absence or substitutions. 
 

2 Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest submitted at the meeting. 
 

3 Minutes of the Last Meeting Held on 23rd July 2015 
 
The Minutes of the last meeting held on 23rd July 2015 were submitted for approval as a 
correct record. 
 
Resolved - That the Minutes of the Waste and Recycling Group be 

approved as a correct record. 
 

4 Matters Arising 
 
Item 5 myhyndburn -  The Head of Environmental Services reported that the service 
provided by myhyndburn was now operational. 
 
Item 7 TEEP – The Head of Environmental Services reported that TEEP was now in place 
but that a new policy for dealing with people littering was being drafted by the Government.   
 

5 Stint and Finish 
 

The Head of Environmental Services reported that the Council no longer operated a 
‘stint and finish’ policy and this had taken place from the 27th February 2017.  He 
reported that supervisors had been monitoring the finishing times of the collection 
crews and the work was, in general, being completed within the contracted hours.  
He pointed out that there had been few occasions when staff had had to work past 
the new contractual hours and this had been due to circumstances outside of the 
Council’s control including delays on the landfill site, roadworks in Clayton Le 
Moors/Dunkenhalgh Way and major vehicle breakdowns.  The Head of 
Environmental Services explained that waste had only been left out once and that 
this had been due to three collection vehicles breaking down within a very short 
period of time on the same day which had meant that there had been no alternative 
but to abandon the collection of garden waste in favour of residual waste 
collections. He pointed out that breakdowns of this nature were unique and that all 
collections were back up to date three days later after hiring two replacement 
vehicles. 
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Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

6 Recycling Figures for 2016/17 
 

The Head of Environmental Services reported that the full year domestic recycling 
tonnage, (1st April 16 to 31st March 17) for kerbside glass, cans, plastic, paper and 
card was 5,385 tonnes compared with 5,283 tonnes for the previous year.  Garden 
waste sent for composting for 2016-17 was 2,256 tonnes compared with 2,206 
tonnes in 2015-16.  Additionally, there was a further 310 tonnes of timber, 
mattresses, scrap metal, batteries and white goods diverted from landfill.  Whilst the 
annual figure showed a slight increase, the Council’s recycling rate remained at 
around 33%.  
 
The Head of Environmental Services reported that EU member states were already 
legally obliged to recycle 50% of their waste by 2020 with the UK overall recycling 
rate standing at 43.9% for 2015, falling from 44.9 per cent in 2014.  Despite this, the 
European Commission was currently drawing up plans for a new, higher recycling 
target of 70% for the 2020s and fines could be levied on those who failed to achieve 
this rate.  He pointed out that it was not clear how/if this would be passed down to a 
local level and how Brexit may have an impact.  The market value of recycling 
material continued to fluctuate and 2016/17 had seen the Council receive a 
considerable increase, (£60k+) over the value of materials sold the previous year.  
Contrastingly this year’s current rates had seen a considerable dip in prices back to 
the level of 2015/16.  
 
The Head of Environmental Services brought Members’ attention to Lancashire 
County Council having given notice two years ago that from 1st April 2018 there 
would no longer be any further Cost Share payments to all District Councils in 
Lancashire, (£650,000 for HBC) and that they would be taking ownership of all 
recycling materials and income (£200,00). 

 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

7 Garden Waste Subscription Update 
 

The Head of Environmental Services reported that Hyndburn, from 1st September, 
had 4,599 green waste subscriptions.  He reported that it should be noted that the 
reduction in household participation from 14,381 households would affect the 
recycling rate for 2017/18.  He pointed out that there were only two authorities left in 
Lancashire that did not operate a subscription service but that Members in both 
authorities were considering proposals to introduce this during the next financial 
year. 

 
Councillor Hurn expressed concern that those who did not pay would just abandon 
their waste.  The Head of Environmental Services indicated that the take up of 
subscriptions had been quite poor but considered that more people may sign up in 
subsequent years. 

 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
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8 Enforcement 
 

The Head of Environmental Services reported that mobile working was due to 
commence in the Council and explained that this would consist two Waste 
Enforcement Officers utilising iphones to record and process all information relating 
to a fly-tipping/littering incident on site, including attaching photographic evidence.  
Fixed Penalty Notices (FPN) would then be printed off in the back office and posted 
out.  He pointed out that most fines were paid but Officers would work with 
colleagues in Legal Services to chase those that did not. 
 
Councillor Cox explained that the difference between fines for waste offences and 
fly tipping had resulted in some people abusing the system to pay a lesser fine of 
£75 fine but that that new initiatives implemented would deter this. 
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

9 Procurement 
 

The Head of Environmental Services reported that the Council had recently 
undertaken a tendering exercise for the replacement of the Council’s waste 
collection vehicles (eight on Contract Hire and two to be purchased). The Contract 
Hire costs would be met by existing revenue budgets and the purchased vehicles 
have monies allocated within the Council’s capital programme.  He indicated that 
the vehicles would be delivered in time for the start of the new recycling service 
which would commence in June/July 2018. 

 
The Head of Environmental Services reported that a tender to supply and deliver 
two wheeled bins for recycling to all properties within the Borough was currently 
being developed and the order was planned to be placed before the end of the year. 
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

10 New Recycling Service June/July 2018 
 
The Head of Environmental Services gave a presentation on the new recycling scheme to 
be implemented into the borough.  He reported that the scheme would start in June/July 
2018 and that residents would be informed through a promotion campaign and receive an 
information pack with a two year collection calendar, a resident’s guide and stickers for the 
bins.  He reported that the service currently received by residents would be adopted after 
the implementation of the new scheme and that there would be dedicated crews for the 
North and South sides of the borough.  He indicated that recycling and refuse collections 
would happen on an alternate week collection and reported that the bins would be delivered 
by an external company with the assistance of Council Members.  He reported on the 
importance of increasing recycling rates whilst still providing a quality service.   
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

11 Date and Time of Next Meeting 
 
Resolved - That the next meeting of the Waste and Recycling 

Group be held on Tuesday, 25th September 2018 at 3 pm 
in the Board Room. 
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Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 

 
 


